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#NewUrbanMobility  

PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

Report on ‘New Urban Mobility and Road Safety. Accident rates amid the 

new mobility culture’ 

NEW FORMS OF URBAN MOBILITY COULD LEAD 

TO AN 18% RISE IN ROAD FATALITIES OVER THE 

NEXT DECADE 

 

• If the rules and recommendations of the Spanish Traffic Directorate 

(DGT) are not respected, the new mobility culture could precipitate 5,500 

deaths in Spanish cities between 2021 and 2030, 18% more than in the 

previous decade.  

 

• If the current trend continues until 2030, urban accident rates could also 

exceed 700,000 accidents (+24%) and the number of injured could 

exceed 850,000 (+22%). 

 

• The boom in the use of bicycles, electric scooters and other personal 

mobility vehicles, coupled with other socio-economic factors, has led to 

a steady increase in urban accidents, which were up 42% from 2011 to 

2019 (excluding 2020, the year of COVID-19).  

 

• Vulnerable road users (pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists and PMV 

users) make up 80% of those killed in cities, making them the most 

critical group when it comes to road safety.   

 

• The rise in accidents in cities has been accompanied by a marked 

increase in fatalities among cyclists and PMV users, who now account for 

10% of all vulnerable road users killed in cities.  

 

• There is a genuine concern about the lack of awareness of DGT rules and 

recommendations: 50% of PMV users admit that they ride without a 

helmet, 71% that they ride on the pavement at times and 45% that they 

have occasionally exceeded the speed limits in place for these vehicles 

(25 km/h). 

 

Madrid, 27 April 2022. Cars, motorbikes, new forms of sharing, electric bicycles, 

electric scooters and pedestrians are becoming more prevalent in cities... The search 

for more sustainable and rational ways of getting around, together with other socio-

economic factors, have transformed mobility in Spain and are here to stay. In fact, 

72% of Spanish citizens claim that they have changed the way they get around 

in recent years. 

But what should be good news, in principle at least, because the new forms of 

mobility are more sustainable and efficient, could become a serious problem. The 

reason... The increase in urban accidents, which from 2011 to 2019 (excluding 2020, 

the year of COVID-19) reached 42%, resulting in almost 4,700 fatalities 

(+13.5%). It paints a stark picture for vulnerable road users, who already account 

for 80% of fatalities in cities (2020), especially cyclists and PMV users, two groups 

that last year recorded almost 7,000 victims and accounted for 10% of the total 

number of vulnerable road users killed in urban environments.  
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These figures paint a worrying picture: If the DGT's recommendations and rules 

are not followed, the new urban mobility culture could precipitate 5,500 deaths in 

Spanish cities between 2021 and 2030, which would mean 831 more victims than in 

the previous decade (+18%). Moreover, if current trends continue, urban accident 

rates could exceed 700,000 accidents by the end of the decade (+24%) and the number of 

injured could exceed 850,000 victims (+22%). 

These are some of the conclusions reached by a new study titled 'New Urban 

Mobility and Road Safety. Accident rates amid the new mobility culture', 

presented by Línea Directa Foundation in collaboration with the Spanish Foundation for Road 
Safety (FESVIAL), which analyses the possible influence of changes in mobility on accident, 
mortality and injury figures in our country.  
 

“New forms of urban mobility are already a reality in our cities because of their 

simplicity and sustainability. But if we are not aware of the risks, the outlook is 

worrying, especially given the rising trend in urban accidents. That is why it is 

essential, now more than ever, that we follow the rules and recommendations of the 

DGT in order to ensure safe, sustainable and inclusive mobility within our cities,” 

remarks Mar Garre, Managing Director of the Línea Directa Foundation.  

 

 

What Spaniards think about new forms of mobility 

 

The Línea Directa Foundation also wanted to find out how Spaniards perceive the 

changes that are taking place from a regulatory standpoint and in the way people get 

around in cities, by polling 1,700 people across the country. It shows that more than 

17 million Spaniards (44%) admit that they are regular or occasional users of a 

PMV or electric bicycle and 60% are likely to use them in the short term. The main 

reasons: rising fuel prices and restrictions on use of cars in towns and cities.  

 

However, the new mobility also has its drawbacks: 69% believe that electric cars 

are economically “unaffordable” and the new rules have not proven very popular 

among many electric scooter users. 38% claim they will stop using their PMV 

because of the helmet requirement and 24% because of the pavement ban. In 

addition, a further 50% would no longer take their vehicle out if they had to register 

it.  

 

In relation to compliance with the rules and recommendations of the DGT, the 

figures are worrying. 50% of PMV users admit that they ride without a helmet, 73% 

that they ride on the pavement at times and 45% that they have occasionally 

exceeded the speed limits in place for these vehicles (25 km/h). It is hardly surprising 

that electric scooter riders have the worst image among those polled: only 14% of 

respondents believe that they regularly comply with the rules. 
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Which parts of Spain see the most accidents  

 

 

When asked if they had ever 
witnessed an accident while riding 
an electric scooter or other personal 
mobility vehicle, almost 9% of 
Spaniards admit to having 

suffered an accident or fallen 

off their vehicle. A situation 

that, proportionally, is suffered 

to a greater extent in the 

Community of Madrid, 

Extremadura and Castile and 

León. In contrast, the 

inhabitants of Asturias, 

Aragon and the Canary 

Islands have recorded the least number of accidents of this type.  

 
 

Methodology sheet  

The study has been carried out in collaboration with the Spanish Foundation for Road Safety (FESVIAL). Data retrieved 

from the DGT's ARENA database (2011-2020) were used for the accident analysis. For the projection of accidents, 

fatalities and injuries, regression equations were applied to the data for the period 2011-2020 to determine the solution 

with the best goodness of fit. Subsequently, a logarithmic regression was applied for the estimation, taking as a starting 

point consolidated DGT data for the last decade. Lastly, official DGT data for the decade 2011-2020 were compared with 

the projection obtained for 2021-2030. The survey was carried out in collaboration with the consultancy firm MDK. They 

include 1,700 interviews with quotas by gender, age and Autonomous Community, with a sampling error of +/- 2.36% 

~ 3.1% for the proportional sample, with a confidence level of 95%. Fieldwork was conducted from 16 to 22 March 2022. 

 
About Línea Directa Foundation 

Línea Directa Foundation is a non-profit institution that was created in 2014 with the aim of helping to build a better and 

safer society by promoting various initiatives with road safety as its main area of action. The Foundation was set up by 

Línea Directa Aseguradora as a further show of its commitment to reduce traffic accidents. 
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